Assignment: Evaluate A Source 

This assignment will help you practice the skill Information and Technology Literacy from the U of U's Durable Skills Framework. In this assignment, you will critically evaluate a questionable source of information, find a reliable alternative source, and explain why the new source is a better choice for your research. Employers value these skills because many careers require you to independently navigate information, identify and avoid misinformation, and find credible data to make decisions.

The Scenario

You are writing a paper for a college course. Your research question is:
Does generative AI help or hurt human creativity?
While searching, you find this Reddit thread:
r/aiwars — “AI is killing your creativity — the most ridiculous…”
(https://www.reddit.com/r/aiwars/comments/1n3x6yu/ai_is_killing_your_creativity_the_most_ridiculous/) 
Note: This thread would not be appropriate to cite as evidence for whether AI actually affects creativity.

Part 1: Name the Deficiencies

Below, write down 3 qualities of this source that make it unsuitable for that claim.
Be specific. “It's biased” and “it's just Reddit” don't count! Those are conclusions, not evidence. Point to something you can actually see on the page, and explain why it matters for this particular claim.

a. 


b. 


c. 


Part 2: Find Something Better

Find another source that answers the same research question and does not have the deficiencies you listed in Part 1.
This source must:
1. Address whether generative AI affects human creativity.
1. Be one you could actually access and read in full, not just a headline or abstract you found in search results.
Below, write the title, author(s), and date the source was published:



Part 3: Compare/Contrast

Write a short explanation below that compares your new source to the Reddit thread. Specifically, explain why your new source is a more credible choice than the Reddit post you evaluated in Part 1. 








In 2-3 sentences below, explain: Is your source actually better for answering the research question, or just better on paper? A source can be credible and still be the wrong tool for the job.

	(Source: Luke Leither, J. Willard Marriott Library, 2026)

